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REGENTS SELECT BUILDING SITE 


The Board of Regents of the National Library of Medicine, holding 
its second meeting in Washington on April 29, desiqnated a site on the 
qrounds of the National Institutes of Ilealth, Public Ilealth Service, 
Jethesda, ‘Naryland, as the location on which the new Library building 
will be constructed, 

In arriving at its decision the Board discussed both the question 
of general area and the question of specific site. In the course of 
its deliberations the Board gave thoughtful consideration to sites in 
various parts of the United States, as well as to other sites within 
the Washington metropolitan area. Since government agencies in Wash= 
ington are among the major users of the Library, the Board concluded 
that any move outside this area would lead to costly duplication of 
services. In addition, the Board agreed that moving the Library's ex= 
tensive collection of books and other materials would entail an expense 
that was not justifiable. Among many other factors considered, one 
which seemed quite prominent to the Board was the inevitable breaking 
up of the present staff of the Library, assembled and trained over the 
years, if the Library should be moved from Washington, 

The Board felt that location of the Library adjacent to a medical 
center was a criterion of vast importance. The Board considered also 
availability of land, transportation networks, space for parking and 
subsequent additions to stacks, confiquration of terrain, relationship 
with surrounding buildings, availability of central heating connections 
and other utility services, and similar elements. 

The Board's decision has now been transmitted to the Surgeon-Gen= 
eral of the Public Health Service, Dr. Leroy E. Burney. Or. Burney, ab-= 
sent in Europe at the time of the meeting, was represented by Dr. W. 
Palmer Dearing, Deputy Surgeon General, All other members of the Board 
except Dr. John T. Wilson were present at this second meeting. 

The Board also gave its approval to a proposal advanced by the Li- 
brary administration for changing the Library's interlibrary loan and 
photoduplication mechanisms in such a way as to improve the extent and 
quality of the Library's services. Briefly, the plan calls far consid- 
ering all requests for loans and photoduplicates strictly on the basis 
of interlibrary loans, reserving to the NLM the decision as to whether 
loan requests shall be filled by loan of the original or by photodupli- 
cate, and extensive widening of the area of free service. New reproduce 
tion techniques will also be used, which may be expected to shorten the 
time required for filling requests, an area in which the Library's past 
performance has sometimes fallen considerably short of the mark, The 
new policy will go into effect on September 1, although the new repro= 
duction process was put into use on May 1. A full explanation of all 
changes in loan mechanisms will be offered in next month's issue of 
the NEWS, 

The Board of Regents set June 7 as the date for its next meeting, 
at which time the qeneral architectural plans, policy on scope and cov= 
erage of the collections, and policy on distribution of Library publica- 
tions will be discussed, : 





ARCHITECTS SELECTED 


The General Services Administration has announced the selection of 
the architectural firm of R. B. O*Connor and W. H. Kilham, Jr. to design 
the new building for the National Library of Medicine. 

These distinguished architects are probably best known to librarians 
for their work in designing the great Firestone Library at Princeton, 
completed in 1948, the first major library building completed after the 
war. While Firestone was being planned, the Cooperative Committee on 
Library Building Plans was organized among a dozen research and univer. 
sity librarians and their architects. This committee met reqularly for 
several years and through reports, studies, and the advice of experts, 
it analyzed and developed many new ideas for planning functional library 
structures. Mr. O'Connor and Mr. Kilham participated in these discus- 
sions and thus have played an important role in the delineation and ap. 
plication, for library buildings, of such principles as modular flexibil- 
ity, optimum ceiling height, light intensity and diffusion, open stack- 
ing on a large scale, influence of color, etc. Mr. O'Connor participated 
in the production of the book Planning the University Library Building 
(Princeton University Press, 1949) that resulted from the experience of 
the committee. In the last decade this firm has designed libraries for 
Trinity Colleqe (Hartford), University of Louisville, and Colgate Univer- 
sity. In process now are plans for Barnard College in New York City, 
O'Connor and Kilham bring to the National Library of Medicine a broad and 
almost unique experience in desiqning libraries. 

In recent years the firm has also designed new or remodeled build- 
ings for the Phoenix Insurance Company (Hartford), New York Stock Exe 
change expansion, Metropolitan Museum of Art, many offices, schools and 
industrial plants, a hospital, several buildings for an Air Force base 
in Newfoundland. 

The Board of Regents of the National Library of Medicine, at its 
meeting on April 29, chose as a site for the new building the southeast 
corner of the government reservation on which the National Institutes of 
flealth are located. 

The architects have completed a preliminary study of space require- 
ments and a cost estimate. They are now engaged in studying the organi 
zation, functions, and operations of the Library in order that they may 
proceed with the designing of the building. The project contemplates an 
air-conditioned building containing approximately 240,000 square feet. 





CARD CATALOGS: KEYS TO THE LIBRARY'S COLLECTIONS 


The National Library of Medicine has published a pamphlet entitled 
"Card Catalogs: Keys to the Library's Collections," 15 p. This descrip- 
tive list of card catalogs and indexes to the collections has been pre- 
pared to make the information contained in the Library's collections 
more accessible, A supplementary list of card catalogs maintained for 
staff work is currently in process. 

Copies of this pamphlet may be obtained by addressing a request to 
the Director, National Library of Medicine, 7th Street & Independence 
Avenue, S. W., Washington 25, D. C,. 
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MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MEETING 


The 56th Annual Meeting of the Medical Library Association was hel 1 
at the Hotel Statler, New York City, May 6-10, 1957, There were 463 
persons registered at the meeting, establishing a new attendance record 

Following a dinner honoring new members of the Association on Mon- 
day night, the opening session of the convention on Tuesday morning fea- 
tured addresses by Dr. Roscoe P. Kandle, Deputy Commissioner of Health, 
New York, and Dr. John C, Bugher, Director for Medical Education and 
Public Health, Rockefeller Foundation. In the afternoon a symposium on 
"Community Health" included addresses by Dr. Wilson G, Smillie, Cornell 
University; Dr. Howard A. Schneider, Rockefeller Institute for Medical 
Research; Dr. Daniel Feldman, New York University; Dr. George Rosen, 
Columbia University. 

Two general business sessions were held = on Wednesday and Friday 
mornings. Various group meetings were held on Wednesday afternoon, for 
librarians in pharmacy, medical schools, medical societies, hospitals, 
and dental schools. The Medical School Libraries group discussed qrant 
aid for medical teaching and research facilities, and brought in a reso= 
lution calling on the Association to support leqislation pending in the 
Congress. This resolution was passed. 

The program on Thursday morning consisted of a symposium on "Medi- 
cal Librarianship, a Midecentury Survey." Dr. W. B. McDaniel, II, Col- 
lege of Physicians of Philadelphia, gave a penetrating and witty review 
entitled "A Salute to some Milestones, Detours, and Dead Ends in the 
History of the Association," Professor Thomas P. Fleming, Columbia Uni- 
versity, spoke on education for librarianship in the medical sciences; 
Mr. Alderson Fry, West Virginia University, spoke on medical library 
architecture; Dr. Estelle Brodman, National Library of Medicine, spoke 
on changing concepts in the role of the medical librarian, Lt. Colonel 
Frank B, Rogers was the Moderator of the symposium and also described 
changes in the loan policy of the National Library of Medicine during 
the last century and outlined new loan mechanisms which will be put into 
effect on September 1, 1957, 

Another symposium, on mechanical aids, was held on Thursday after- 
noon, with Allan Salant, Hubbard Ballou, Arnold Sadow, and Eugene Gar- 
field participating, A display of photocopying and punched card systems 
and microfilm and microcard readers was well attended by the delegates. 

There were many social events, scheduled and unscheduled. The Mount 
Sinai Hospital Library and the New York Academy of Medicine Library held 
open house, and the convention ended on Friday with a tour of the United 
Nations and a cocktail party at the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace. Miss Bertha B, Hallam, President of the Association, presided at 
the Annual Banquet on May 8, Dr. Fred A. Mettler, Columbia University, 
was the speaker; his formidably titled paper, "The Lawyer and the Legis- 
lator in the Medical Library" turned out to be an illustrated lecture on 
the denizens of the medical library animal zoo; his audience was so tak-= 
en with the idea that many of the pictures had to be run through a sece= 
ond time. Another feature of the banquet was the presentation of a cer- 
tificate of appreciation to Dr. Estelle Brodman, now bringing to a close 
a period of ten years as editor of the Bulletin of the Medical Library 
Association, The Murray Gottlieb Prize Essay award was given to Miss 
Marian Patterson of Toronto. 
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The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 
President - Mr. Thomas E. Keys, Rochester (Minn,) 
Vice-President 

(President-Elect ) - Miss Isabelle T. Anderson, Denver 
Honorary Vice-President - Dr. Elmer G, Wakefield, Rochester (Minn,) 
Secretary - Mrs. Henrietta T. Perkins, New Haven 
Treasurer - Miss Pauline Duffield, Austin (Texas) 
Board of Directors - Miss Gertrude L. Annan, New York City 

- Mr. Elliott H. Morse, Philadelphia 

Gertrude L, Annan served as General Chairman of the Convention Com 
mittee, ably assisted by Erich Meyerhoff, J. Alan MacWatt, Sarah Wilson 
George, Gilbert J. Clausman, Sonia S. Wohl, John P. Ische, Esther Jude 
kins, Elizabeth Bready, Claire Hirschfield, and the members of their 
committees. 

The 57th meeting of the Association will be held at the Hotel Kahe 
ler, Rochester, Minnesota, June 2=6, 1958, It will be preceded by a 
series of refresher courses in medical library practice on May 31, 1958, 
In 1959 the annual meeting will be held in Toronto, Canada, June 15=19, 
The 1960 meeting will be held in Kansas City, Kansas. 


DIRECTOR'S ACTIVITIES 


On April 23 the Director of the NLM was in Houston to visit the Tex 
as Medical Center Library (Miss Virginia Parker) and for discussions with 
Dr. Michael E. DeBakey of Baylor University. On April 24 the Director 
was in Austin to visit the library of the Texas Medical Association (Miss 
Pauline Duffield) and the library of the University of Texas (Mr. Fred 
Folmer). He returned to Houston on April 25 to inspect the library of 
the Rice Institute (Dr, Hardin Craig, Jr.) and the library of the Univer- 
sity of Houston (Dr. Howard F. McGaw). On April 26 he was_ in New Ore 
leans where in the morning he visited the Tulane University School of 
Medicine Library (Miss Mary Louise Marshall) and the Louisiana State Unie 
versity School of Medicine Library (Mr. William E, Postell); he reviewed 
blueprints and drawings of the new New Orleans Public Library with Mr. 
John Hall Jacobs in the afternoon, and that evening he spoke to the Hise 
tory of Medicine Society of Tulane University. The following day Colonel 
Rogers was at Ohio State University in Columbus where he was one of four 
alumni honored by the presentation of Alumni Achievement Awards, received 
from the hands of Dr. Charles A. Doan, Dean of the School of Medicine. 


RECENT ACQUISITIONS 


The only incunabulum the Library has purchased during the last seve 


eral years has recently been acquired: Pandulphus Collenucius, Pliniana 
defensio adversus Nicolai Leoniceni accusationem, Ferrara Andreas Bele 
fortis, 1493 (Klebs 282.1). This rounds out the Library's holdings on 
a famous 15th century controversy concerning the accuracy, in regard to 
things medical, of the established authority Pliny. 
The National Library of Medicine has also 
the history of dentistry: A. L. B. Jourdain 
rurgicales de la bouche, 2 vol., Paris, 1778, 





acquired a monument in 
Traite des maladies chie 


Use of funds for printing this publication approved by the Director 
of the Bureau of the Budget, March 22, 1957 














